
OUTDOOR FURNITURE 

BUYING GUIDE
A guide to choosing the right furniture 

to create your own outdoor escape

https://www.todayspatio.com/manufacturers/tommy-bahama/island-estate-lanai-collection.html
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OUTDOOR LIVING 
COMPLETES OUR LIFESTYLE.

SCENIC MOUNTAIN, OCEAN 

AND GOLF COURSE VIEWS.

STAR GAZING AND CITY LIGHTS.

A WARM, COLORFUL SKY AT SUNSET.

AN EVENING GATHERED 

AROUND A COZY FIREPIT.

A PLACE WHERE FAMILY 

AND FRIENDS GATHER.

(866)9-TODAYS

http://www.todayspatio.com/store/patio-umbrellas/market-umbrellas.html


DISCOVER THE BEAUTY 
OF OUTDOOR LIVING

Whether your goal is to create a secluded area 

for quiet reflection, or to provide a comfortable, 

functional dining area for your next outdoor 

gathering, choosing the right combination of 

furniture and decor can make all the difference. 

By furnishing your outdoor rooms to suit your 

lifestyle, you can quickly, and easily, transform your 

outdoor spaces from an afterthought into a natural 

extension of your home. Areas that may have been 

looked over in the past now serve a purpose and 

become a focal point for family and guests to 

gather. 

With myriad options available, finding the perfect 

outdoor furniture for your needs can sometimes 

be daunting so we’ve created this buying guide full 

of great information to help you sort through the 

many choices. What size dining table should I get? 

How long do outdoor cushions last? Does metal 

furniture rust? Inside, you’ll find answers to these 

and many other questions.

We’re confident that with the help of this guide, 

you’ll discover the beauty of outdoor living. 

Enjoy!
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Tubular aluminum is the most common type of furniture 
frame material in the marketplace. Generally speaking, 
it is less expensive than most other metals, which can 
make it more affordable. While it can become hot with 
direct exposure to the sun, aluminum does not retain 
heat very well, and thus cools off rather quickly.

Light weight, easy to move 
Does not rust

ALUMINUM
Low maintenance

Usually less expensive

CAST
ALUMINUM

Made of molten aluminum that is poured into a mold 
rather than bent into shape cast aluminum typically 
features intricate details and ornate desings unlike other 
metals. Because the frame is solid, not tubular, cast 
aluminum can often be heavy like wrought iron furniture, 
but without the risk of rust or corrosion.

Sturdy & durable 
Does not rust

Low maintenance
Unique designs & details
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FRAME MATERIAL 
The backbone of outdoor furniture, it’s important to 

understand the traits and benefits of each type.

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

(866)9-TODAYS

http://www.todayspatio.com/store/outdoor-furniture/aluminum-furniture.html
http://www.todayspatio.com/store/outdoor-furniture/cast-aluminum-furniture.html


The toughest of all frame materials, wrought iron is very 
durable due to it’s heavy nature. Made of steel that is 
much stronger that other metals, wrought iron is very 
difficult to break or bend, and because iron furniture is 
so heavy, it can be difficult to move around, which could 
also be considered a benefit in windy climates.

WROUGHT
IRON

HIGH DENSITY
POLYWOOD

Designed for low maintenance, polywood furniture is 
made of high density polyethylene, or HDPE, which is 
often created from recycled plastics. Containing UV 
inhibitors, HDPE will not rot, splinter, rust or corrode 
and is easily cleaned with soap & water. With solid color 
throughout the material, HDPE will not fade over time.

Heavy & durable 
Environmentally friendly

Low maintenance
Weather resistant

When infused with UV inhibitors, synthetic wicker can 
be as durable as it is inviting. High quality wicker will 
often include at least a 3 to 5 year warranty.  Additionally, 
because it is made of PVC or PE, wicker usually doesn’t 
get as hot as metal furniture. Wicker is also available in a 
variety of styles from traditional to contemporary.

Stays cooler than metal 
Does not rust

SYNTHETIC
WICKER Spacious seating

Wide variety of styles

WOOD

Though naturally beautiful, wood requires a little more 
matinenance than other types of furniture. Wood should 
be treated with a brightener and/or sealant at least once 
a year. The most durable types of wood are teak or ipé 
because of their dense grains & natural oils. Softer, less 
durable woods like redwood & cedar should be avoided.

Classic, natural material 
Solid & sturdy

Teak & ipé are best
Does not get hot
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AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

Heavy duty & durable 
Minimal assembly

Variety of designs
Hand forged

AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

TODAYSPATIO.COM

https://www.todayspatio.com/outdoor-furniture/wrought-iron-furniture.html
http://www.todayspatio.com/store/outdoor-furniture/wicker-furniture.html
http://www.todayspatio.com/store/outdoor-furniture/wood-furniture.html


CUSHIONS

During recent years, the popularity of outdoor cushions 
has risen to unprecedented levels with advances in 
outdoor fabric technology. Companies, like Sunbrella®, 
have been leading this surge by creating fabrics that are 
capable of withstanding almost anything Mother Nature 
can muster.

Made of 100%, solution-dyed acrylic, Sunbrella® fabrics 
are known for their outstanding durability and long 
lasting color. With Sunbrella®, the pigment is solution-
dyed throughout the fabric before it is woven creating 
a color-fast material that is designed to withstand 
extreme exposure to the sun as well as harsh chemicals 
like bleach or volatile solvents.

Today’s outdoor cushions are designed to be left 
outside year-round, in almost any climate, with minimal 
maintenance. Generally speaking, most cushions and 
pillows can be hosed off to remove dust and debris.

Color will not fade 
Soft & inviting texture

Mold & mildew resistant
Endless style choices
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SEATING MATERIAL 
Comfort is largely determined by seating material, so it’s
important to choose something functional, yet durable.

AT A GLANCE:

(866)9-TODAYS



STRAPS

Although very common among commercial grade patio 
furniture, vinyl straps are not as common on residential 
patio furniture. While it is very durable, strap furniture 
isn’t usually as comfortable as sling or cushion furniture 
and the straps may also begin to discolor or “sunburn” 
with years of prolonged exposure to the sun. Adding a 
removable cushion to strap furniture will help prevent 
discoloration while also improving the overall comfort.

Finally, you should avoid using petroleum based products 
such as sun block or tanning oils, directly on the straps 
as this can also lead to discoloration of the vinyl straps. 
Using a towel or cushion is a great way to help prevent 
these chemicals from coming into contact with the 
straps.

One of the biggest advantanges to strap furniture is that 
is doesn’t stain or rip. While extremely difficult to do, if a 
strap should break, it can usually be replaced with ease.

Commercial grade 
Does not absorb moisture

Low maintenance
Long-lasting & durable

SLINGS

When it comes to sling material, it’s crucial to be sure 
the sling fabric has been infused with UV inhibitors. 
Because sling material is stretched tight onto the frame 
of the chair, it’s more susceptible to drying out and 
tearing. Fabric that is made with UV inhibitors are much 
less likely to fade, dry out and eventually tear.

Additionally, sling fabrics should always be contructed 
with PVC material. Without PVC yarn woven into the 
material, slings will begin to sag and eventually tear after 
a short period of time.

Sling furniture is a very popular choice for poolside use 
because air can flow freely through the material allowing 
it to dry quickly. When used poolside, you should take 
care to prevent the fabric from coming into contact with 
sun block, tanning oils or other petroleum products as 
they can cause harm to the material. A simple way to 
avoid this is to lay a towel or cloth over the sling fabric.

Great for poolside 
Light weight, easy to move

Low maintenance
Does not get hot
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AT A GLANCE:

AT A GLANCE:

TODAYSPATIO.COM



Whether you’re entertaining 2 or 20, there are a 
number of dining set options available to accomodate 
your needs. Dining chairs typically come in two varieties; 
stationary or swivel rocker. Dining tables are available in 
many shapes and sizes including round, oval, square and 
rectangle and can range from 42” to as large as 126”. A 
recent trend in outdoor dining has been the emergence 
of extending tables that can easily accomodate 6 to 8 
people, but also extend to allow for larger groups.DINING

DEEP
SEATING

If you intend to use your outdoor space for calm 
relaxation and reflection, a comfy lounge chair and 
ottoman are perfect for reading a good book, enjoying a 
spectacular view or stargazing in the evening. If you have 
a large area or entertain often, sofas, loveseats and club 
chairs are a great way to extend the comfort of your 
living room to your outdoor spaces. You can also add 
coffee tables or side tables to complete your outdoor 
living room.
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FURNITURE TYPES 
Consider the intent of each individual outdoor space and
choose the type of furniture that best suits those needs.

(866)9-TODAYS

https://www.todayspatio.com/outdoor-furniture/dining-furniture.html
https://www.todayspatio.com/outdoor-furniture/deep-seating-furniture.html


Reclining chairs or chaise lounges placed poolside will 
invite others to bask in the sun after a quick swim. Sling 
furniture is most common for poolside lounging because 
the material dries quickly and allows for air flow which 
will keep your guests more comfortable when in a 
wet bathing suit. In commercial environments, such as 
hotels and resorts, strap furniture is the most popular 
poolside furniture choice because of it’s durability and 
low maintenance characteristics.

POOLSIDE
LOUNGE

BISTRO/CAFE

Cafe sets are ideal for smaller patios as well as areas that 
aren’t used as frequently. Often designed to accomodate 
just a few people, a versatile bistro set will create the 
ambiance of an outdoor cafe on a small patio, yet it 
looks provincial in the garden. Bistro sets will typically 
include a 24”, 30” or 36” dining table with 2 to 4 chairs 
and provide a perfect solution for condo or apartment 
balconys where larger furniture will not fit. 

If your outdoor area features a scenic view, you may 
want to consider a purchasing bar set. The high seating 
of bar sets are a great way to ensure that your outdoor 
guests can enjoy your spectacular scenery without 
interruption from retaining walls or fences. If you’re 
having a barbecue or outdoor kitchen built in, be sure to 
double check the measurements of the barstools so you 
won’t end up with a counter top that is too high or too 
low to fit your furniture.

BAR
HEIGHT

CHAT
HEIGHT

One of the more recent trends in outdoor furniture 
has been the addition of chat sets. These low sitting 
sets are ideal for casual dining as well as enjoying 
good conversation and beverages. Most chat sets will 
feature club style deep seating accompanied by a large 
coffee table or firepit for ambiance and relaxing on 
cool evenings. Additionally, outdoor sectionals have 
become popular throughout the years because they 
offer ample seating area and can usually be configured 
to accomodate most any space.
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https://www.todayspatio.com/outdoor-furniture/lounge-furniture.html
https://www.todayspatio.com/outdoor-furniture/bistro-cafe-furniture.html
https://www.todayspatio.com/outdoor-furniture/bar-height-furniture.html


Now that you know what type of furniture you’re looking for, it’s time to figure out the best way to make 
it fit your outdoor space. Your goal should be to create a patio living space that is proportional as well as 
functional. The last thing you’ll want to end up with is a cramped patio dining area or outdoor furniture that 
is dwarfed by the overall size of your space.

The simplest solution is to use a piece of blank paper or graph paper to draw out your patio area with 
dimensions. Make sure you illustrate obstacles like windows, doors, walkways and other permanent fixtures. 
If your patio features a scenic view or anything else you’d like your guests to enjoy, make sure you note 
that in your drawing as well. This will assist you in determining which way the furniture should be oriented.

Next, you can begin to draw in items like chairs, tables and other patio furniture items where you think they’ll 
fit best and be most functional. Something you’ll want to keep in mind are the locations of your permanent 
structures and how the furniture will fit around them, yet still provide ample space for movement. For 

example, if you’re trying to place a patio dining set, 
remember that the chairs will need to be pulled 
away from the table for guests to sit. Additionally, if 
you’re putting furniture in front of a window, you’ll 
want to make sure the back of the furniture doesn’t 
impede your view from inside the house.

One final piece of advice is to sketch your patio 
area in pencil. This will allow you to make quick and 
easy alterations to your layout rather than create 
an entirely new sketch if you change your mind.

PLANNING 
Armed with new information and ideas, it’s 
now time to draw up your plan of attack.

There is a wide variety 
of free room planning 
software available 
online to help you plan 
out your spaces.

DESIGN TIP:
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http://www.freshdesignblog.com/2011/02/top-10-free-online-interior-design-room-planning-tools/


WHAT TYPE(S) OF FRAME MATERIAL DO YOU PREFER?
☐ Aluminum     ☐ Cast Aluminum     ☐ Synthetic Wicker     ☐ Wood     ☐ Wrought Iron     ☐ Polywood

WHAT TYPE(S) OF SEATING MATERIAL DO YOU PREFER?
☐ Cushions     ☐ Slings     ☐ Straps     ☐ None

WHAT TYPE(S) OF FURNITURE ITEMS DO YOU NEED TO FIT YOUR SPACES?
☐ Dining     ☐ Deep Seating     ☐ Bar Height     ☐ Chat Height     ☐ Poolside Lounge     ☐ Bistro/Cafe

WHICH STYLE BEST DESCRIBES YOUR HOME AND DECOR?
☐ Tuscan         ☐ Contemporary         ☐ Traditional         ☐ Tropical         ☐ Southwest         ☐ Other

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY COLORS OF YOUR HOME AND DECOR?
Primary Color:             Secondary Color:

RANK THE FOLLOWING TRAITS AND CHARACTERISTICS IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE:
Price/Affordability:          Quality/Durability:          Comfort:          Design/Style:          Low Maintenance:
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ADDITIONAL NOTES
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(866)9-TODAYS     TODAYSPATIO.COM

Phoenix     San Diego     Scottsdale     Tucson     Glendale     Gilbert     Paradise Valley

YOUR SOURCE 
FOR OUTDOOR FURNITURE

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

NATIONWIDE SHIPPING & DELIVERY

COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN SERVICES

https://www.todayspatio.com/manufacturers/gloster.html

